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From the Detachment Commander 
 

With the summer of 2024 behind us, the trees beginning to 
change colour, the days getting shorter and winter in the 
not-so-distant future; I would like to take this moment to 
remind everyone now is a good time to make sure your 
vehicle is safe for the coming weather and consider 
installing winter tires on your vehicle. Please drive 
according to the weather conditions and do not drink and 
drive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Inspector Steve Thomas 
519-846-5930 
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Crime 

Crime Unit 
Supervisor: Acting Detective Sergeant, Christine Millson 

During the month of September, the Crime Unit was involved in several arson investigations along with 
unrelated arsons that were reported in the Centre and South Wellington areas of the county.  Arson is 
the act or crime of willfully, wrongfully and unjustifiably setting property on fire. Arsons are difficult 
investigations due to the complexity of identifying the responsible party and due to most physical 
evidence being consumed.  
 
Members in the unit attended various types of training including crime related courses, Major Case 
Management and Forensic Interviewing Techniques. As well, Detective Constable Jacob Unger was 
successful in obtaining a Crisis Negotiator role within the organization and attended the introductory 
course and was utilized in the region already in his role. 
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Community Street Crime Unit 
Supervisor: Detective Sergeant, Jeffrey Dudley 

September has been a steady month for Community Street Crime Unit (CSCU). Wellington County 
CSCU continues to support the Crime Unit and frontline investigations where possible.   
 
As part of our commitment to continuous learning, CSCU Members attended various training course and 
workshops within West Region. The officers bring back knowledge they can share with front line, and it 
has provided them with additional tools to utilize during their investigations.  
 
CSCU assisted frontline members with the identification of a suspect from a theft occurrence. Members 
of the Wellington County OPP Traffic Unit conducted a traffic stop and as a result the suspect was 
apprehended. The suspect was charged with driving related offences and theft.  The suspect’s vehicle 
was towed and impounded for 45 days due to driving related offences. 
 
CSCU assisted neighboring CSCU units with search warrant executions and investigations as part of 
the ongoing commitment to public safety and reducing harm in our communities. 
 
Wellington CSCU continues to prioritize local crime trends, the opioid crises and targeting local people 
identified in property thefts. CSCU members are committed to continuous learning and are attending 
training when time permits. CSCU has developed local training, mentoring initiatives for front line 
members to promote officer safety and enhance their local knowledge on the current drug and property 
crimes trends in the area. 
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Traffic 

Traffic Management Unit 
Supervisor: Sergeant Kevin Driscoll 

Black Cat Speed Monitoring Devices 

 
Study 
Length 

Number of 
Vehicles 

Recommended 
Enhanced 
Enforcement 

Posted 
Speed 
Limit 

85th 
Percentile 

Collision 
History  
(5 years) 

Location 
 
Wellington Rd 21 

 

7 days 34,258 No 80 96 
Nothing 

significant 

Location 
 

Wellington Rd 29 at 
124 

 

7 days 49,170 No 60 83 
Nothing 

significant 

Location 
 
Wellington Rd 31 at 
#7087 

 

7 days 46,969 No 80 94 
Nothing 

significant 

County Deployed        

Location 
 
Winston Churchill 
Blvd - Erin 

 
7 days 

10,216 
 

No 
70 87 

Nothing 
significant 

Location 
 
Indian Trail – 
Between Spirit 
Valley and the river 
 
This continues to be 
a location requiring 
patrols 

 

9 days 24,560 No 40 74 
Nothing 

significant 

 
Enhanced Enforcement Program 
Enhanced Enforcement is a focused traffic safety initiative which areas of concern are identified through 
various means and police conduct education and charge drivers who fail to follow the rules of the road. 
The goal is to reduce safety issues through visibility, presence, and enforcement. 
 
Enhanced Enforcement protocols were rolled out on November 14, 2023. The following locations and 
charges are from September 2024. 
 

Location Charges 

Wellington Road 50 – Erin 2 

Wellington Road 18 – Elora Public School 0 

Wellington Road 32 (Lake Rd) 

19 (plus 1 – 
 3-day warn 

range 
suspension) 

 
Traffic Management Unit - Administration 
Members of Wellington Detachment also participated in the Back-to-School campaign as well as the 
Drive Smart: Keep it Safe campaign.   
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During the Drive Smart campaign, Wellington County members worked extremely hard keeping the 
motoring public safe issuing a total of 147 Provincial Offence Notices along with 73 warnings.  
 
Wellington County also hosted a 3-day bicycle training course qualifying eight new OPP officers for front 
line bicycle patrol. 
 
Members of the Wellington Detachment conducted 67 RIDE spot checks. 
 
Wellington County Detachment investigated a total of 113 motor vehicle collisions. 
2 – Fatal 
15 – Personal Injury 
96 – Property Damage 
 
During the week of September 23rd, Sgt Driscoll assisted with a motorcycle escort for the Ride 2 
Remember, escorting members from various police services as they cycled from the Ontario Police 
College in Aylmer to the National Police Memorial in Ottawa.  Approximately 200 cyclists were escorted 
over 800km honouring those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. 
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Community Response 

Community Response Unit 
Supervisor: Sergeant Adam McGough 

Community Response Unit / Offender Management & Apprehension Program: 
 
Offender Management & Apprehension Program 
The members of the Community Response Unit continue facilitating the Offender Management & 
Apprehension Program. From January 1, 2024 – August 31, 2024, 209 warrants have been executed 
by Wellington County OPP. In September, there were 18 bail condition compliance checks on those in 
the community. There remain 237 active warrants. 
 
Community Safety and Services 
CSO/Media – New member in the unit 
Provincial Constable Matthew Burton has been a police officer for 9 years.  He started with Halton 
Police before switching to OPP as an EPO (Experienced Police Officer) in October 2022.  He has 
coached six recruits during his policing career.  He has been a guest presenter at Conestoga College 
on two occasions and conducted ‘ride-alongs’ with Miami-Dade Police in Florida. 
 
CSS- New member in the unit 
Provincial Constable Simone Roesink transferred to Wellington recently from Haldimand County.  She 
worked closely with her community there and has ties to Wellington County. 
 
CSS – New member in the unit 
Provincial Constable Garry Kalcsics has been a member of Wellington OPP since 2019 previously 
working in Port Credit OPP.  PC Kalcsics has completed a secondment with our Wellington Community 
Street Crime Unit. 
 
Community Engagement 
Members conducted focus patrol and awareness during the Back-to-School campaign reminding 
motorists about students returning to school from their summer break. Students at St. Mary’s Catholic 
School are slowly returning to their school after renovations from last season’s fire. 
 
Sirens for Life- Canada Blood Services: Friendly competition between First Responders. 
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CRU Member participated in a new initiative started by Centre Wellington Municipality. 
 
“Thank you again for joining the New Resident Reception last week and thank you for your feedback. 
We are thrilled with the way it went for our first one and we appreciate your patience with our learning 
curve! The feedback from the new residents was very positive and they seemed to appreciate the 16 
topic tables we invited and didn’t feel like we missed any topics, which is great! 
 
Stay tuned to see if Council wants to repeat this in the New Year. We will be in touch!” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CSO Community Safety Officers 
 
Members are conducting a series of 
Weapons Presentations through the 
Wellington Catholic District School 
Board. The presentations are being 
presented at six different schools and 
are being aided by the John Howard 
Society and school staff. 
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IMPACT (Integrated Mobile Police and Crisis Team) 

 
August 2024 

Individuals Served Requests for Service Live Calls with Police 
Calls Diverted from 

Hospital 

58 57 20 90% 
 

Safe Communities Wellington County 
 
Safe Communities Wellington County launched Social Media and Radio Campaigns to raise awareness 
about the importance of sharing the road and promoting mental wellness. These efforts included 
engaging graphics and informative content shared across Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, 
highlighting safe driving practices and mental health resources. We Collaborated with The River to 
broadcast messages about road safety and mental wellness, reaching a broader audience in the 
community. We attended the Centre Wellington New Residents Reception to connect with newcomers 
and gauge interest in volunteering for Safe Communities Wellington County. The event provided an 
excellent opportunity to engage in discussions about community safety and volunteer opportunities.   
 
In preparation for Safe Communities Day, we reached out to elementary school principals across 
Wellington County to disseminate information about the event. Sending detailed information packets 
outlining the day's activities and objectives and encouraging participation from students and staff to 
foster a culture of safety and community engagement. 
 
Auxiliary Unit 
Unit Commander: Auxiliary Staff Sergeant J. SWAN 
Liaison: Provincial Constable Kyle Draves 

We had members assist with foot patrols at the Fergus Fall Fair this month as well as a car show in 
Elora.  In addition, we had members support with Friday the 13th in Port Dover and with an unsanctioned 
car rally in Grand Bend.  
 
Jackie Andrews from the Centre Wellington Food Bank sent along her thanks for our assistance at the 
food drive we had participated in at the end of August. 
 
PC Kyle Draves stepped down as the Auxiliary Liaison Officer as he has moved onto another role with 
the In-Service Training Unit. His support and leadership greatly contributed to the current strength of 
the unit.  We welcome PC Stephen Gilfillan as our new Liaison Officer. He is very familiar to some of 
our members as a former Wellington Auxiliary Constable.  
 
Training this month consisted of reviewing uniform and deportment of members. We also worked 
through some scenario training. The main goal of this month’s training was working on integrating all of 
our new members into our training and platoon structure. We also started some pre-planning for events 
coming in November and December as these are typically busy months for the unit. 
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Crime Stoppers 
Sarah Bowers-Peter, Program Coordinator CSGW 
 
Crime Stoppers Guelph Wellington (CSGW) has had an overwhelmingly positive response from schools 
within Wellington Catholic District School Board and Upper Grand District School Board to the new 
presentation “The CS (Cyber Safety) Presentation”. The presentation was launched September 9th and 
within days, there were more than two dozen requests from schools throughout the region. At time of 
writing, there are 37 individual requests, most with multiple classrooms looking for the information. 
Thanks to the support of the local Boards, this is also sparking interest in other CSGW offerings, 
specifically the 5 Tips, 5 Ideas, 5 Signs presentation for parents and guardians. 
 
Shredding Events were successful once again. The Mount Forest event set another record, raising 
$3,250 for CSGW. The awareness around preventing identity theft and reducing clutter were also 
benefits of this fundraiser. The Guelph event totals are being confirmed at time of writing. These events 
would not happen without the support of Deryck West – Desjardins Insurance Agent and Robert J. 
Cottell & Associates of Mount Forest along with the Wellington North Fire Service who permit the use 
of their parking lot, along with Skyjack Inc. who host and sponsor the event in Guelph. Sponsors cover 
the cost of the shredding truck and allow all proceeds to go to CSGW.  
 
Fraud Talk continues to be a popular request for CSGW and Victim Services Wellington. It has been 
decided that if there is interest in this message, it will continue to be offered. Fraud Talk was developed 
through a grant from the Ministry of the Solicitor General which ended in March 2024. 
 
CSGW finally received the awards from the Ontario Association of Crime Stoppers. In June the program 
was awarded in five categories, Best Radio, Best Video, Best Digital Effort, Best Print and for an 
amazing 9th year in a row, the Marla Moon Memorial Award of Excellence. These awards were 
announced through www.csgw.tips and our various social media platforms. We thank our media 
partners and agencies that work with us, resulting in these provincial awards. 
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Court 
Supervisor: Sergeant Shaugn Rogers 
 
Wellington County Court Bureau highlights: 
 

 Provided ongoing direction for officers to streamline disclosure of evidence and to clarify court 
procedures including firearms seizures and court attendance.   

 Improving our tracking of individuals sentenced to Probation and/or Conditional Sentence 
Orders to properly monitor these persons in Wellington County.        

 Provided direction for entry and removal of wanted persons captured on CPIC due to a new 
automated warrant flagging system. The intent of this is to provide accurate capturing of data 
on a new “Wanted Persons Dashboard” being developed across the province.     
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Personnel & Acknowledgements 
Wellington County OPP received two acknowledgements at the OPP General Headquarters general 
mailbox this month. Unfortuntely, the officers names were not provided, but below are the exerpts from the 
submissions. 
 
 
 
“My 78 MGB had a sudden loss of power on Tower St., Fergus. As I was pushing it off the road, two of 
your finest stopped to give me a hand.  
 
Thank you officers.” 
 
 
 
 
“I would like to pass my appreciation for the officers that helped with a roadside Emgergency last night.  
They provided a safe zone while changing a flat tire on (what at the time I didn't notice to be a very dangerous 
area) County rd 18 and 5th side is full of memorials and I am very thankfull to not need one. The officers 
were very friendly and helped lower the stress of the situation. Please pass along our appreciation for the 
support that was provided.  We are very fortunate to have someone watching our backs in times of need.  
 
I am sorry to not have saved there names or badges but if possible please pass along our gratitude.” 
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Report Summary 
 
September was marked by an increased emphasis on road safety within Wellington County OPP. 
Thousands of children returned to the classroom this month making safe driving imperative to avoid 
unnecessary tragedies. The back-to-school campaign is an important time to remind and educate 
drivers of the need for traffic safety.  
 
As we drive to work and social events every day, many of us do not think about how our driving habits 
can affect those around us, the reality is, our driving habits can have a drastic effect on everyone 
around us. A tragedy can occur in the blink of an eye. We cannot stress enough, please slow down, 
keep your eyes on your surroundings, do not drink and drive, let’s all arrive at our destination safely. 
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Contacts 
   

In an emergency DIAL 911 

 

Non-emergency calls 

You can also call Please call 
1 888 310 1122 1 888 310 1122 

1 888 310 1133 (TTY) 1 888 310 1133 (TTY) 
Anywhere in Ontario, 24-hour toll free Anywhere in Ontario, 24-hour toll free 

  
  
County of Wellington OPP 
Detachments 

OPP General Headquarters 

   
Centre Wellington Operations Centre  

Ontario Provincial Police 
General Headquarters 

Lincoln M. Alexander Building 
777 Memorial Avenue 

Orillia, ON 
L3V 7V3 

 
General inquiries: 705 329-6111 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday 
 

371 Charles Allan Way,  
Fergus, ON N1M 2W3 
Non-Emergency 519-846-5930 
Fax 519-846-5460 
  
South Wellington Operations Centre 
5145 Wellington Road 27, 
Rockwood, ON N0B 2K0 
Non-Emergency 519-856-1506 
Fax 519-846-2327 
   
North Wellington Operations Centre www.opp.ca   

Report a Crime Online 

News releases 

  Upcoming events 

  Social media 

6725 Wellington Road 109, 
Palmerston, ON N0G 2P0 
Non-Emergency 519-343-5770 
Fax 519-343-5780 
  

   
  

             

© 2024 Ontario Provincial Police – All rights reserved 
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